[Alveolar ridge augmentation by means of onlay grafts harvested from mandibular symphysis].
Prosthestic-implant rehabilitation in subjects partially, or totally, endentulous is the method of choice for the considerable advantages involved from an aesthetic as well as functional point of view, besides preventing the physiological reabsorption that is established in the edentulous area. However, it is necessary to have an adequate quantity, as well as quality, of bone in order to support the fixture and the masticating load, conditions that up to now could often prove inferior for various reasons. Such a randomized research programme was proposed, in order to increase the bone volume by means of grafted onlays in the mandibular/chin area, with implant positioning 6 months after the operation, as a valid solution to the prosthestic problems found in the bone deficiency area. Twenty patients with partial edentulism in the incisor-canine area were chosen. They showed no signs of periodontal diseases, bruxism or parafunctions. They underwent an autogenesis bone graft with the bone being taken from the mandibular/chin area, with positioning of the implant 6 months after the first operation, thus obtaining an increased bone height of 5 to 7 mm. Check ups were carried out in the 1(st) week after surgery, once a month for the first 3 months and then every 6 months and showed a minimal degree of bone reabsorption and an excellent osteo-integrative process. The use of onlay autogenous bone, compared to the other methods for increasing bone volume, is a valid solution for prosthetic-implant rehabilitation in edentulous areas.